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GFWC Illinois Federation of Womenõs Clubs 

N ow, donôt go running off scream-ing, ñI CANôT DO THAT!!ò or ñI 
DONôT WANT TO DO THAT!!ò  Here 
is a personal favorite, ñWe donôt 
need any new members.  We are 
happy just the way we are.ò 
 Recruiting actually has gotten a 
bad rap over the years.  We equate 
it with being sent to the principalôs 
office.  Letôs change the way we 
think.  What are we really doing?   
We are offering a woman the chance 
to be part of GFWC; the chance to 
make her community a better place 
to live; the chance to help make 
someoneôs life a little less compli-
cated; the chance to learn something 
new; the chance to make lifelong 
friends.  Once you have a positive 
mindset about the task, it becomes 
easier to do.  You certainly can do it 
and, if you think about the wonderful 
opportunity you are giving another 
woman, you will be eager to do it. 
 Even if you are completely 
happy with your club and its mem-
bers right now, that can change in an 
instant.  A family situation can make 
a member unable to attend meet-
ings.  The member or her spouse 
may move due to a new job in a 
different city.  Illness may prevent a 
member from participating.  Life hap-
pens.  And, if your membership 

never changes that means the same 
women are doing the same projects 
over and over and over.  We all 
know that leads to burnout and dis-
satisfaction.  New members mean 
new ideas and new ways that can 
put sparkle back in old programs.  
New members mean new eyes that 
see new things the community 
needs and new hands willing to turn 
new projects into realities. 
 How can your club involve 
members in recruitment?  Design, 
print and distribute LOTS of club 
business cards.  The best recruiters 
are your members and they can 
carry the cards in their purses.  
Someone in your club has a com-
puter and they can make the club 
business cards.  If members arenôt 
tech savvy enough, one of their chil-
dren or grandchildren can help with 
this project.  The cards are inexpen-
sive and can be basic.  Include the 
name of the club, the day and loca-
tion of club meetings and a tele-
phone number or e-mail address that 
can be contacted.  (Get generic e-
mail address GFWCAnytown-
club@hotmail.com - on one of the 
free sites like Yahoo or Hot Mail.)  
You want the cards to be attractive 
and meaningful so you could even 
add a graphic that is significant to 
your town or your club.  Donôt forget 
to add the GFWC logo!  You can 
download that in a variety of styles 
from gfwc.org.     
 At one of your club meetings, 
instead of giving the standard mem-
bership report, ask your members to 

describe the club and why they be-
long.  Have someone write down the 
answers.  Take them home and 
make the reasons into 30-second 
pitches.  Turn the pitches into a 
handout that you can give to your 
members at the next meeting and 
ask them to use them along with the 
club business cards. 
 Try this:   
 You are in the grocery store 
wait ing 
for your 
turn at 
the deli 
depart-
m e n t .  
There is 
a 
woman 
wait ing 
next to 
you.  Start a conversation about 
anything.  Ask her if she belongs to a 
womanôs club.  Give your 30-second 
pitch.  Give her a card. 
 You are at the mall in the check-
out line.  There is a woman in front 
of (or behind) you.  Start a conversa-
tion about anything.  Ask her if she 
belongs to a womanôs club.  Give 
your 30-second pitch.  Give her a 
card. 
 You are at the dentistôs office in 
the waiting room.  There are two 
women reading magazines.  Start a 
conversation about anything.  Ask 
her if she belongs to a womanôs 
club.  Give your 30-second pitch.  
Give her a card. 
 Now that wasnôt so hard, was it? 

mailto:GFWCAnytownclub@hotmail.com
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http://www.gfwc.org/
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GFWC Illinois  
Headquarters to host 

Open House.  

P resident Debra A. 
Strahanoski, the Ex-

ecutive Committee, and 
the  Headquartersô Book-
keeper/Secretary cordially 

invite you to GFWC Illi-
nois Headquarters, located 
at 81 North Chicago St. in 
Joliet to share Holiday 
Cheer and Friendship! 

Highlights  
¶ A Christmas Luncheon 

with the GFWC IL 
Board of Directors at 
the Jacob Henry Man-
sion in Joliet.  

¶ Enjoy Federat ion 
Friendship with fellow 
clubwomen at a holi-
day reception in the 
Café location at 81 
North Chicago Street. 

¶ Visit Gjiôs Sweet 
Shoppe at the corner of 
81 North Chicago 
Street. 

¶ Entertainment & Much 
More!  

 Registration forms will 
be mailed to each Club 
President by October 19th. 

Volunteer to Make a Dif-

ference on October 24.  

M ake A Difference Day 
is the most encom-

passing national day of 
helping others.  Itôs a cele-
bration of neighbors help-
ing neighbors and every-
one can participate. Cre-
ated by USA WEEKEND 
Magazine, Make A Differ-
ence Day is an annual 
event that takes place on 

the fourth Saturday of 
every October which 
means the next event is 
right around the corner on 
Saturday, October 24, 
2009. 
 Pick the project, large 
or small, and then fill out 
the Make a Difference Day 
Report Form found in the 
Presidentôs Information 
packet by December 1.  
Thatôs all it takes to Make 

a Difference! 

Saturday, December 5, 2009 

 

 

In 2008, 3 mil-

lion people 

cared enough 

about their  

communities to 

volunteer on 

Make a Differ-

ence Day, ac-

complishing  

thousands of 

projects in hun-

dreds of towns.  


